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RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Statement by Member for Capel 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [12.58 pm]:  I take great pleasure today in asking for leave to lay on the table of the 
house a number of postcards that have been sent out in support of the renewable energy target legislation, which 
hopefully will be presented in this house some time early in the new year. 

[The postcards were tabled for the information of members.] 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  There is no doubt that the federal government has been quite tardy in its response to 
climate change and global warming; if I had to give it a grade, I would probably give it a “must do better” grade.  
Unfortunately, the state Labor government has absolutely failed in this respect, because it has absolutely no idea 
what to do in response to climate change and global warning.  It is of no surprise to anyone that the government 
and its ministers are wandering around at the moment asking what they should do.  There is the potential for 
them to do a lot.  However, they do not have any idea of the direction they should take.  The Minister for the 
Environment has very little capacity to measure global warming and the current level of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Approximately 1 700 postcards have been laid on the table, which gives an indication of the opinion of the 
state’s populace on where they would like the renewable energy debate to be driven.  Members of the Liberal 
Party are also very strong advocates for renewable energy.  We would also like to consider low emission energy 
sources, including natural gas and clean coal technology, and their proper use.  All those matters play a part in 
the future of Western Australia and its energy sources.  Unfortunately, the Labor Party seems to be lost or asleep 
at the wheel. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


